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Welcome! Alaska’s wildfire season can bring rapidly changing air quality, making
it challenging to plan your day and protect your health. That’s where the Alaska
Wildfire Explorer tool can come in handy to check wildfire locations and current
and forecasted air quality to help you make informed decisions for yourself, your
family, and your community. Whether you're planning outdoor activities,
managing health concerns, or responding to wildfire and smoke in your area, this
tool provides the information you need, when you need it.

To help you get the most out of this tool, we’ve shared stories of how Alaskans
can use wildfire and smoke information during common summer activities.
Wildfire smoke impacts people differently, so each story highlights a unique way
the tool can be used to check air quality and wildfire conditions to help you make
informed choices during a wildfire smoke event. From families with young
children to Elders with health concerns, and outdoor workers to healthy adults,
these stories offer practical tips for using this information in your daily life. 

We hope these examples help you feel confident in using the Alaska Wildfire
Explorer tool to make decisions to stay healthy during wildfire season.
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Visit uaf-snap.org/project/epa-star-wfe
for additional resources on...

Additional information on wildfire, smoke, and health in Alaska
can be accessed from:

Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC) 

Alaska Department of Health

Alaska Interagency Coordination Center (AICC)

Information about wildfire smoke, health,
and how to prepare for fire season.

Best practices and guidance on
wildfire smoke and children’s health.

Wildfire-specific considerations for
those with respiratory conditions.

Guidance to properly fit respirators.



AQI Level Description of Air Quality

Good
(0 to 50)

Air quality is satisfactory, and air pollution poses
little or no risk.

Moderate
(51 to 100)

Air quality is acceptable. However, there may be a
risk for some people, particularly those who are
unusually sensitive to air pollution.

Unhealthy for
Sensitive Groups

(101 to 150)

Members of sensitive groups may experience
health effects. The general public is less likely to
be affected.

Unhealthy
(151 to 200)

Some members of the general public may
experience health effects; members of sensitive
groups may experience more serious health
effects.

Very Unhealthy
(201 to 300)

Health alert: The risk of health effects is
increased for everyone.

Hazardous
(301+)

Health warning of emergency conditions:
everyone is more likely to be affected.

What is the U.S. Air Quality Index (AQI)?
AQI for Ozone and Particle Pollution

EPA AirNow: airnow.gov/aqi/aqi-basics/
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